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told me that you jokingly sometimes refer to
life in the White House as ‘‘the crown jewel
of the Federal penitentiary system.’’

The President. That’s right.
Mr. Russert. How confining has it been?
The President. Well, it’s pretty confining. I

always say I don’t know whether it’s the finest
public housing in America or the crown jewel
of the prison system. It’s a very isolating life.
And one of the things that frustrates me is that
I get more easily out of touch and maybe even
out of harmony with the American people—
that’s the question you asked me earlier. I also
know that every little word I say can be sort
of twisted, you know. And again, I don’t fault
anybody, but I just have to be careful.

Mr. Russert. We have just a few seconds.
The President. Did you see what Gergen just

did? He brought in this thing saying that the
headline is now that Clinton accused labor of
roughshod tactics. I mean, those guys are my
friends. I just don’t agree with them on NAFTA.
We’re going to all work together——

Mr. Russert. We have just a few seconds.
Is there one thing that, a year ago, you were
absolutely certain of that you’re not quite sure
about now?

The President. Yes. I was absolutely certain
a year ago that I could pursue this aggressive
agenda of change and that every step along the
way I’d be able to tell the American people
what I was doing and convince them that we’re
going right. We are pursuing it, we’re making
in a way a little more progress than I thought
we would, but there’s a big gap between what
we’ve done and what I’ve been able to tell the
people about. I’ve got to do a better job.

Mr. Russert. Thank you for letting us join
you in the Oval Office today. I take it this
is the room you’ll invite the Buffalo Bills after
they win the Super Bowl?

The President. That’s right. The Buffalo Bills
will be here if they win the Super Bowl this
year.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, thank you very
much.

Mr. Brokaw. You’ll be in office a long time
if that’s the case. [Laughter]

NOTE: The interview began at 9 a.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House.

Message to the Congress on Rhinoceros and Tiger Trade by China and
Taiwan
November 8, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
On September 7, 1993, the Secretary of the

Interior certified that the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) and Taiwan are engaging in trade
of rhinoceros and tiger parts and products that
diminishes the effectiveness of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Five rhinoc-
eros species and the tiger are listed in Appendix
I of CITES, which means that the species are
threatened with extinction and no trade for pri-
marily commercial purposes is allowed. Although
recent actions by the PRC and Taiwan show
that some progress has been made in addressing
their rhinoceros and tiger trade, the record dem-
onstrates that they still fall short of the inter-
national conservation standards of CITES. This
letter constitutes my report to the Congress pur-

suant to section 8(b) of the Fisherman’s Protec-
tive Act of 1967, as amended (Pelly Amend-
ment) (22 U.S.C. 1978(b)).

The population of the world’s rhinoceros has
declined 90 percent within the last 23 years
to the present level of less than 10,000 animals,
and the tiger population has declined 95 percent
within this century to the present level of about
5,000. Neither the PRC nor Taiwan has fully
implemented the international standards estab-
lished by CITES for controlling the trade in
these species, and the poaching of rhinoceroses
and tigers continues in their native ranges fueled
in part by the market demand in the PRC and
Taiwan. These populations will likely be extinct
in the next 2 to 5 years if the trade in their
parts and products is not eliminated.

To protect the rhinoceros and tiger from ex-
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tinction, all countries and entities that currently
consume their parts and products must imple-
ment adequate legislative measures and provide
for enforcement that effectively eliminates the
trade, including taking actions to comply with
the criteria set down by CITES in September
1993 and fully cooperating with all CITES dele-
gations. The PRC and Taiwan have made good
faith efforts to stop the trade in rhinoceros and
tiger parts and products, and have, since the
announcement of Pelly certification, undertaken
some positive legislative and administrative steps
in this regard. These efforts, however, have yet
to yield effective reductions in trade.

I wish to support and build on these good
faith efforts undertaken by the PRC and Taiwan.
At the same time, I would like to make clear
the U.S. position that only effective reductions
in the destructive trade in these species will
prevent the rhinoceros and tiger from becoming
extinct. Accordingly, I have established an Inter-
agency Task Force to coordinate the provision
of U.S. technical assistance to the PRC and Tai-
wan to help them eliminate their illegal wildlife
trade. I have also instructed the Department
of the Interior, in coordination with the Depart-
ment of State and the American Institute in
Taiwan, to enter immediately into dialogue with
the PRC and Taiwan regarding specific U.S. of-
fers of trade and law enforcement assistance.

Actions by the PRC and Taiwan that would
demonstrate their commitment to the elimi-
nation of trade in rhinoceros and tiger parts
and products could include: at a minimum, con-
solidation and control of stockpiles; formation

of a permanent wildlife or conservation law en-
forcement unit with specialized training; devel-
opment and implementation of a comprehensive
law enforcement and education action plan; in-
creased enforcement penalties; prompt termi-
nation of amnesty periods for illegal holding and
commercialization; and establishment of regional
law enforcement arrangements. I would expect
that in taking these actions, the PRC and Tai-
wan would take account of the recommendations
by the CITES Standing Committee and other
CITES subsidiary bodies. In that regard, I am
pleased to announce that the United States will
participate in a delegation to the PRC and Tai-
wan organized by CITES to evaluate their
progress between now and the March 1994
CITES Standing Committee meeting.

At its last meeting, the CITES Standing Com-
mittee unanimously recommended that parties
consider implementing ‘‘stricter domestic meas-
ures up to and including prohibition in trade
in wildlife species now’’ against the PRC and
Taiwan for their trade in rhinoceros and tiger
parts and products. The United States is pre-
pared, through close dialogue and technical aid,
to assist the PRC and Taiwan. I hope that both
will demonstrate measurable, verifiable, and sub-
stantial progress by March 1994. Otherwise, im-
port prohibitions will be necessary, as rec-
ommended by the CITES Standing Committee.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 8, 1993.

Statement on the Resignation of the Deputy Secretary of State
November 8, 1993

I accept with regret the resignation offered
today by Clifton Wharton, who has served our
country honorably as Deputy Secretary of State.
My administration has benefited greatly from
his dignified presence, and it will be diminished
by his departure.

Clifton Wharton’s service as Deputy Secretary
has been outstanding. Over the past 10 months,
he has made many important contributions to
our Nation’s foreign policy. Through his leader-
ship on reform of AID and other foreign assist-

ance programs and his important work on the
reorganization of the State Department, as well
as through his successful mission to Southeast
Asia and his prodigious efforts in Latin America,
he has distinguished himself at every turn. Every
aspect of his service has demonstrated the same
drive and talent that marked his earlier suc-
cesses in the worlds of business and education.
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